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PART I - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION  
 
 

Include this page in the schoolôs application as page 2. 

 

 
The signatures on the first page of this application certify that each of the statements below concerning the 

schoolôs eligibility and compliance with U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights (OCR) 

requirements is true and correct.   

 

1. The school has some configuration that includes grades K-12.  (Schools on the same campus 

with one principal, even K-12 schools, must apply as an entire school.) 

2. The school has made adequate yearly progress each year for the past two years and has not 
been identified by the state as ñpersistently dangerousò within the last two years.  To meet 

final eligibility, the school must meet the stateôs adequate yearly progress requirement in the 

2007-2008 school year. 

3. If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the school must have foreign language as a part of its 

core curriculum. 

4. The school has been in existence for five full years, that is, from at least September 2002 and 

has not received the No Child Left Behind ï Blue Ribbon Schools award in the past five years. 

5. The nominated school or district is not refusing OCR access to information necessary to 

investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district-wide compliance review. 

6. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the school district concluding that the 
nominated school or the district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes. 

A violation letter of findings will not be considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a 

corrective action plan from the district to remedy the violation. 

7. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the nominated 
school or the school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or 

the Constitutionôs equal protection clause. 

8. There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S. 
Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the school or school district in 

question; or if there are such findings, the state or district has corrected, or agreed to correct, 

the findings. 
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PART II - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA  
  
 

All data are the most recent year available. Throughout the document, round numbers 1 or 

higher to the nearest whole number. Use decimals to one place only if the number is below 1. 
 

DISTRICT (Questions 1-2 not applicable to private schools) 

 
1. Number of schools in the district:  _____  Elementary schools  

_____  Middle schools 

_____  Junior high schools 
_____  High schools 

_____  Other  

  

_____  TOTAL 
 

2. District Per Pupil Expenditure:           _____________ 

 
 Average State Per Pupil Expenditure:   _____________ 

 

 

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools) 
 

 

3. Category that best describes the area where the school is located: 
 

[    ] Urban or large central city 

[X ] Suburban school with characteristics typical of an urban area 
[    ] Suburban 

[    ] Small city or town in a rural area 

[   ] Rural 

 
4. __6  Number of years the principal has been in her/his position at this school. 

  

   If fewer than three years, how long was the previous principal at this school? 
 

5. Number of students as of October 1 enrolled at each grade level or its equivalent in applying school 

only: 
 

Grade # of 

Males 

# of 

Females 

Grade 

Total 

 Grade # of 

Males 

# of 

Females 

Grade 

Total 

PreK --- --- ---  7 28 24 52 

K 9 19 28  8 28 21 49 

1 16 15 31  9 --- --- --- 

2 18 22 40  10 --- --- --- 

3 17 14 31  11 --- --- --- 

4 18 28 46  12 --- --- --- 

5 34 18 52  Other --- --- --- 

6 23 25 48      

 TOTAL STUDENTS IN THE APPLYING SCHOOL ­ 377 
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6. Racial/ethnic composition of   0.0 % American Indian or Alaska Native  

the school:     1.0 % Asian or Pacific Islander 
 5.0 % Black or African American  

       0.0 % Hispanic or Latino 

      94.0 % White 

               100 % Total  

 

 Use only the five standard categories in reporting the racial/ethnic composition of the school. 

 
7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the past year:  1% 

 

This rate should be calculated using the grid below.  The answer to (6) is the mobility rate. 
 

(1) Number of students who 

transferred to the school 

after October 1 until the 
end of the year 

 

1 

(2) Number of students who 

transferred from the 

school after October 1 
until the end of the year 

4 

(3) Total of all transferred 

students [sum of rows 
(1) and (2)] 

5 

(4) Total number of students 

in the school as of 

October 1  

377 

(5) Total transferred 

students in row (3) 

divided by total students 

in row (4) 

.013 

(6) Amount in row (5) 

multiplied by 100 
1.3 

 

 
8. Limited English Proficient students in the school:  ___0___% 

               ___0___Total Number Limited English Proficient 

  
 Number of languages represented:  N/A  

 Specify languages: N/A 

 
9. Students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:  5%  

            

         Total number students who qualify:  18 

  
If this method does not produce an accurate estimate of the percentage of students from low-income 

families, or the school does not participate in the federally supported lunch program, specify a more 

accurate estimate, tell why the school chose it, and explain how it arrived at this estimate. 
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10. Students receiving special education services:  9% 

           33 = Total Number of Students Served 
 

Indicate below the number of students with disabilities according to conditions designated in the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  Do not add additional categories. 

 
      0 Autism      0   Orthopedic Impairment 

      0 Deafness      3   Other Health Impaired 

      0 Deaf-Blindness     9   Specific Learning Disability 
      0 Emotional Disturbance   19   Speech or Language Impairment 

      1 Hearing Impairment     1   Traumatic Brain Injury 

    0 Mental Retardation     0   Visual Impairment Including Blindness  
    0 Multiple Disabilities  

    

11. Indicate number of full-time and part-time staff members in each of the categories below: 

 

Number of Staff 
 

Full-time Part-Time 
 

Administrator(s)   ___1___ ___0____  

  
Classroom teachers   __22___ ___2____  

 

Special resource teachers/specialists ___2___ ___1____   

 
Paraprofessionals   ___0___ ___0____  

   

Support staff    ___5___ ___4____  
 

Total number    __30___ ___7____  

 

 
12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratio, that is, the number of  

 students in the school divided by the FTE of classroom teachers, e.g., 22:1                      __16:1___ 

 
13. Show the attendance patterns of teachers and students as a percentage.  Please explain a high teacher 

turnover rate. The student dropout rate is defined by the state.  The student drop-off rate is the 

difference between the number of entering students and the number of exiting students from the same 
cohort.  (From the same cohort, subtract the number of exiting students from the number of entering 

students; divide that number by the number of entering students; multiply by 100 to get the 

percentage drop-off rate.)  Briefly explain in 100 words or fewer any major discrepancy in attendance, 

dropout or the drop-off rates.  Only middle and high schools need to supply dropout rates, and only 
high schools need to supply drop-off rates.   

 

 2006-2007 2005-2006 2004-2005 2003-2004 2002-2003 

Daily student attendance 97% 97% 97% 97% 97% 

Daily teacher attendance 98% 96% 97% 95% 96% 

Teacher turnover rate 2% 9% 5% 5% 10% 

Student dropout rate (middle/high) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Student drop-off rate (high school) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
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PART III - SUMMARY  
 
 

Saint Matthew Catholic School is a K-8 Catholic elementary school located on the north 

side of Indianapolis, Indiana.  It is fully accredited by the state of Indiana.  It is the parish school 

of Saint Matthew Catholic Church, and was opened in September, 1958.  The current school 

enrollment is 377 students.  Saint Matthew provides a quality academic and spiritual education for 

students of all ability levels.   

  

Saint Matthew is a diverse community that draws students from Metropolitan School 

District of Washington Township, Metropolitan District of Lawrence Township, Indianapolis 

Public Schools, Hamilton Southeastern Schools, Carmel Clay Schools, and Noblesville Schools. 

Saint Matthew also draws from a diverse economic base.   

  

Students in grades K-5 are educated in self-contained classrooms.  The middle school is 

comprised of students in grades 6 through 8, and is taught by faculty licensed in the content areas 

of religion, mathematics, science, health, language arts and social studies.  All students receive 

instruction in physical education, fine arts, music, computer literacy, Spanish, and book literacy.  

Middle school students are required to enroll in fitness, book literacy, fine arts, music, Spanish, 

and computer literacy.  Saint Matthew has 19 licensed grade-level classroom teachers, as well as 

three licensed resource teachers for special education, six licensed specialty teachers, school 

nurse, printing clerk, and two kindergarten aides. Our teaching staff continuously participates in 

professional development opportunities.  Our administrative staff consists of our pastor, principal, 

and two administrative assistants as well as a parish business manager.  We offer before- and 

after-school care, and a fully-staffed federal hot lunch program.  Social services (counseling) is 

provided by Catholic Social Services of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. 

  

Our school mission states, ñThe community of Saint Matthew Catholic School is 

dedicated to provide a faith-filled Catholic Education that fosters the growth of the whole child.ò  

We constantly foster the education of the whole child by offering a wide-range of academic 

opportunities such as math and reading enrichment as well as remediation.  We also offer many 

volunteer opportunities such as Saint Vincent de Paul Society, Coins for Cameroon, Riley 

Childrenôs Hospital dance-a-thon, Christmas giving tree, and retirement community Christmas 

carol sing-along.  Each middle school student is required to fulfill at least 24 service hours to the 

needy or a service organization.  Saint Matthew also offers a wide range of extracurricular 

activities which include athletics, Boy and Girl Scouts, spelling bees, math competition, speech 

team, performance choir and band.   

  

We feel that Saint Matthew Catholic School offers an excellent opportunity for students to 

be educated academically as well as spiritually.  Our motto is ñBelieve, Achieve, Succeedò and 

we incorporate that into all that we do. 
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PART IV ï INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 
 

Assessment Results: 

 

Saint Matthew Catholic School is a fully accredited parish school in the state of Indiana as 

granted by the Indiana Department of Education.  With this distinction, Saint Matthew Catholic 

School administers the Indiana State Test of Education Progress (ISTEP+).  This test measures a 

studentôs mastery of skills in a specific content area as defined by the Indiana Academic 

Standards.  This required, yearly test is an educational standards-based assessment with a focus 

on language arts and math in grades 3rd through 8th.  Additionally, students in grades 5 and 7 are 

tested in science.  One hundred percent of enrolled Saint Matthew students in grades 3 through 8 

grades are assessed via the ISTEP+ test of basic and essential skills.  Students may score in one of 

three areas on the ISTEP+ test: Pass+, Pass, or Did Not Pass.  A student who achieves Pass+ 

meets the passing standard and demonstrates a high achievement in that content area.  A student 

who achieves Pass meets the passing standard.  A student who achieves Did Not Pass fails to 

meet the state-determined passing standard for that content area.  Our average performance was 

scored at 95% of all students in all grades passing both the mathematics and language arts 

sections. 

 

The English/Language Arts portion of the ISTEP+ tests a students ability to pass the 

Indiana standards set for a specific grade level in the areas of reading, reading comprehension, 

vocabulary, writing process skills, writing application and language conventions.  Saint Matthew 

students obtained an overall passing rate of 94% for the 2007-2008 testing period.  Each of our 

grade levels has exceeded the state published average for students.  Our Pass+ average is 18% of 

all students for the content area of English/Language Arts. Specifically, our 8
th
 grade passed the 

language arts portion at 94%. 

 

The Math portion of the ISTEP+ tests a studentôs ability to pass the Indiana standards set 

for a specific grade level in the areas of computation, problem solving and applied skills. Again, 

each of our grade levels has exceeded the state published average for student achievement. Our 

Pass+ average is 29% for all students in the content area of Math.  Saint Matthew students 

received an overall passing rate of 95%.  Specifically, our 8
th
 grade passed the math portion at 

100%.  

 

 Assessment data was obtained through official ISTEP+ reports sent to school. Additional 

data from the Indiana Department of Education may be found at www.doe.state.in.us. 

Confirmation of scores and rankings was verified through the Archdiocese of Indianapolis Office 

of Catholic Education in which the 2007-2008 test scores would place Saint Matthew Catholic 

School in the top 10% of Indiana schools passing this state test. Tables following this narrative 

show Saint Matthew Catholic School scores in relation to Indiana state average scores. The data 

indicates superior scores earned by high achieving Saint Matthew students involved in an 

exemplary curriculum. No data for subgroups is reported since there are no significant cultural or 

economic groups distinguished at Saint Matthew Catholic School.  Saint Matthew Catholic 

School continues to be ranked as an ñExemplary Progress Schoolò (the highest ranking of 

schools) by Indianaôs Continuous School Improvement ranking (Indianaôs Public Law 221). 

 

 

http://www.doe.state.in.us/
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Using Assessment  Results: 

 
 Saint Matthew Catholic School has a variety of communication tools to inform parents, students, and 

the community of successes and needs.  Teachers of grades K through fifth send home weekly newsletters.  

Grades are sent to parents at middle of each 9-week period and at the end of each 9-week period.  Parents 

and students are able to access currently recorded grades via the Internet through our schoolôs website at 
www.saint-matthew-school.org.  Formal parent/teacher conferences are each fall.  Student-led conferences 

are held each spring.  Nearly 100% of students/parents participate.  Other parent conferences are held as 

needed. 
 

 Saint Matthew Catholic School presents quarterly honor roll recognition during a school assembly 

following a school Mass.  At graduation, our 8
th
 graders are awarded honors for each of the curriculum 

areas.  Due to our full student body participation in fitness and health, over 90% of our middle school 

students receive some recognition in the Presidential Fitness Award 

 

 The school produces a weekly newsletter for all parents highlighting events, awards, assessment 
results, and needs of the school as well as general announcements.  The parking area of our school is 

served by a low-power AM channel delivering weekly announcements.   The parish also includes school 

news in its weekly church bulletin as needed. 
 

 When state testing results are received, individual information is communicated directly to parents.  

The general results are published in school and parish newsletters and in the local newspaper.  The honor 
roll for grades three through eight is listed in the school newsletter, sent to the local newspaper, and 

announced at a school Mass for the parish community. 

 

 

Communicating Assessment Results: 

 

 Saint Matthew Catholic School consistently communicates student performance, including 

assessment data, to inform our parents, students and the community of our school successes and 

needs by utilizing many tools of communication. 

 

Daily, Saint Matthew Catholic School families may access our school telephone 

Homework Hotline system. This is available grades k-8.  Parents may access grades on-line 

through our schoolôs website to keep informed of their childôs progress. Teachers regularly 

communicate with parents via paper notes, phone conferences and email in order to keep parents 

informed.  

 

Weekly, classroom teachers and our principal send home paper and electronic 

communication to update families of the weekôs news.  Our parish school has a website with up-

to-date information that families and community members may access at any time to view school 

related events.  

 

At the conclusion of every quarter, report cards are sent home with each student. Mid- 

quarter progress reports are sent home to all children in grades k-8.  At the conclusion of the first 

quarter, formal parent teacher conferences are held for all students. At the conclusion of the third 

quarter, all students are involved in student-led parent conferences to discuss academic 

performance. Honor roll for grades 3-8 is listed, at the conclusion of each quarter, in the school 

newsletter.  

http://www.saint-matthew-school.org/
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Our school hosts a variety of student performance programs open to the community. 

These programs are announced at weekly Mass, our school web-site and our school weekly 

newsletter. An Open House, Art Show, various musical performances, Grandparentôs Day, Earth 

Day and Pioneer Day allow our community to view our student success.  

 

Each year Saint Matthew Catholic School participates in the ISTEP+ Indiana statewide 

standardized testing program. ISTEP+ scores are communicated to the teachers and parents 

through individual student graphs. School-wide results are published in the school weekly 

newsletter, the Archdiocesan weekly newspaper and the city newspaper. A report which includes 

grade level academic recommendations is presented and discussed at various faculty and School 

Commission meetings. The Principal makes contact with the family of each student who does not 

meet state standards. An improvement plan is created and put into place for that student.  All 

other students also receive the principalôs letter of acknowledge of achievement. 
  . 

 

Sharing Success: 

 

 Saint Matthew Catholic School has been successful over the years due to the dedication of 

its masterful teachers and dedicated staff, supportive parents, and talented students.  The non-

school parish families are also supportive of the efforts of Saint Matthew Catholic School both 

financially as well as spiritually.  The local community is invited to visit the school and 

experience firsthand our facilities and view classrooms in operation. 

 

In order for our staff to remain current in the latest of academic research, Saint Matthew 

Catholic School offers many opportunities for its staff to participate in a variety of professional 

develop programs in-house, regionally and nationally presented programs as well as participating 

in Indianapolisô Metropolitan School District of Washington Township schoolsô professional 

development programs. 

 

As a participant in North Central Association, National Catholic Education Association, 

and Connected Learning Assures Successful Students (C.L.A.S.S.), we are offered a large variety 

of shared learning opportunities where the staff is able to exhibit our schoolôs success are 

presenters at various programs. 

 

We invite colleges and universities to participate in our schoolôs success by offering Saint 

Matthew Catholic School as a training site for beginning teachers.  Saint Matthew Catholic 

School has in past offered Catholic Educator Classes to other Archdiocesan teachers.  Most 

recently, Saint Matthew has participated in Indiana Wesleyan Universityôs ñTransition to 

Educationò program that allows degree holding adults to prepare for their new field in teaching. 

 

Our successes are well advertised via specially designed brochures, local newspapers, 

church bulletin, newsletters, and school website.  Beside the continued high achievement of our 

students academically, Saint Matthew was honored in 2005 by the federal government with a 

three-year Carol M. White Physical Education Program grant totaling $500,000.  The PEP grant is 

designed for Saint Matthew to implement in-house and model best practices in student physical 

fitness and wellness to other schools in the United States. 
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Saint Matthew Catholic School has been identified as a model for other schools 

throughout the nation in the development of its wellness program.  Saint Matthew Catholic 

School also has been partially instrumental in developing an Archdiocese-wide state mandated 

fitness and wellness guidelines for all schools in the Archdiocese. 

 

Saint Matthew Catholic School would be honored to be recognized as a No Child Left 

Behind Blue Ribbon School and demonstrate our success in academic achievement, spirituality, 

and child-wellness. 
 

 

PART V ï CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION  

 

CURRICULUM  ï  The curriculum at Saint Matthew Parish School uses the Indiana Academic 

Standards, as well as the standards of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis as guidelines for 

instruction.  As a staff, we use them as minimum competencies as we educate each student 

academically as well as spiritually.  We use traditional classroom learning, but also use 

supplementary activities such as study trips, speakers, convocations, spiritual retreat days, spell 

bowl and math bowl competitions, Pioneer Day, International Day, and Earth Day activities to 

enhance learning. 

 

Religion:  Our Religion curriculum is based on the Archdiocese of Indianapolis standards.  We 

focus on and study the teachings of the Catholic Church, while encouraging service to others from 

all of our students.  Middle School students are required to perform a certain number of service 

hours, and we have canned food drives and collections for Red Cross and Riley Hospital. We 

offer daily prayer and students attend weekly liturgies which are planned by the students. 

 

Mathematics:  Students in elementary grades experience many hands-on activities to encourage 

mastery of basics, and the middle school students are offered pre-algebra and algebra.  Students in 

grades 5-8 are ability grouped.  Students whose capabilities exceed their grade-level mathematics 

are offered enhanced-level mathematics through our resource department. 

 

Language Arts:  4Blocks and 6+1 Writing traits are two programs that we use to enrich the 

Language Arts program.  We focus on Reading comprehension and fluency using the DIBELS 

program.  We have quarterly writing prompts to track student progress, and phonics is taught in 

grades K-3.  Wordly Wise and Classic Roots are vocabulary programs used in our upper 

elementary grades and middle school. 

 

Science:  Biological, physical and earth science, which correlates to the Indiana State standards, 

are taught in every grade.  The students use a textbook as well as many hands-on activities to 

better understand the concepts.  The middle school participates in a science fair each winter. 

 

Social Studies:  Local, national and world history, as well as culture, government and geography 

are taught according to state standards to all students.  Learning is enhanced through study trips, 

International Day, and guest speakers.   
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Spanish:  Students in grades K-5 have the opportunity to learn Spanish once a week.  However, 

students in grades 6-8 are instructed in Spanish each year of middle school for all three years. 

 

Music:  All students experience general music, with an emphasis on appreciation, history and 

composition.  Band is offered in grades 5-8, and choir is offered to grades 3-8.  There are several 

performances throughout the school year for public attendance.  The middle school students offer 

a spring musical where all 8
th
 graders are participants. 

 

Art:   The Art program focuses on art appreciation and art history.  Self-expression is encouraged.  

The studentsô work is displayed all year throughout the building. 

 

Physical Education:  The focus of the physical education department is overall wellness.  

Students are tested throughout the year to monitor progress in many areas of their physical fitness.  

Nutrition is addressed at lunch, as well as our weekly newsletter to parents.  Saint Matthew 

Catholic School is a recipient of the federal Carol M. White Physical Education Program grant.  

Saint Matthew Catholic School was one of 92 schools and community agencies around the nation 

to receive financial support for student wellness for years 2005 to 2008. 

 

Technology:  The emphasis in technology consists of word processing, keyboarding, basic 

computing skills, PowerPoint presentations and spreadsheet usage.  The computer teacher 

incorporates what each class is learning in various subjects into the computer curriculum. 
 

READING FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  ï  Saint Matthew teachers use a variety of methods to 

foster literacy, develop fluency and make successful readers out of our students.  We strive to 

build both the skills and desire to read across the curriculum.  In order to meet the needs of all 

students, curriculum and teaching strategies are chosen to best fit each grade level.  Teachers use 

research based instructional strategies, basal readers, as well as novels to help our students 

develop fluency and comprehension skills that meet and exceed state standards. 

 

In kindergarten and 1
st
 grade, the emphasis is on phonemic awareness, fluency and 

instilling a love for reading.  Students are assessed with DIBELS, Early Prevention of School 

Failure, and teacher observations to target individual student needs.  Teachers then work 

individually or in small groups to build confidence and success in early readers.  A multisensory 

approach using auditory, visual, and kinesthetic techniques are used to meet the needs of a variety 

of learning styles.  The use of 4Blocks, Building Blocks, leveled readers, anthologies, take-home 

literacy bags and picture books are used to help make our students successful beginning readers. 

  

In second and third grade, teachers build on the skills and programs used in kindergarten 

and 1
st
 grade.  In addition, teachers use a structured phonics program, leveled readers, basal 

readers and book clubs based on reading level and student interests to continue student growth in 

reading. 

  

Students in 4
th
 and 5

th
 grades are instructed through anthologies and literature novels in 

order to master comprehension and fluency skills.  Good modeling of oral reading is performed 

with our adult volunteers who visit to read from high interest novels.  Additionally, students are 

grouped into ñBook Clubsò where they meet once a week with a volunteer teacher.  Literature 

circles are used to further interest in independent reading, vocabulary and comprehension. 
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Saint Matthew Catholic School is fortunate to have a resource team that works with a wide 

variety of students.  Each team member works with students placed in the program based on 

teacher recommendation, standardized test scores or Individual Education Plan recommendations.  

The resource teachers give additional support to those students individually or in small groups 

using multisensory techniques. 

 

ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM AREA - At Saint Matthew Catholic School all students in 

elementary, intermediate, and middle school are eligible to participate in a myriad of enriching 

academic opportunities.  The entire school may participate in art community service projects, fine 

arts presentations and math and spelling bowls.  Additionally, the intermediate grades have 

opportunities in band, choir, and CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) sports.  Our middle school 

students may further participate on an academic ñBrain Gameò team, student council and many 

youth ministry events.   Lastly, the entire school is very involved in project PAL (Physically 

Active Lifestyles) which involves many ñphysicalò educational opportunities and nutritional 

instruction as well.  Saint Matthew Catholic School has partnered with the Peyton Manning 

Childrenôs Hospital at Saint Vincent, Indianapolis, to promote student health, fitness, and overall 

wellness. 

 

 Students in all grades are offered free, after-school fitness workshops that include ice 

skating, bowling, putt-putt golf, hiking, golfing, and other outdoor activities that can enhance a 

studentsô fitness level. 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS - The teaching staff at Saint Matthew Catholic School 

implements an assortment of instructional methods in order for each student to be successful. As a 

C.L.A.S.S. school (Connecting Learning Assures Successful Students), the needs of each student 

are met using brain-based learning, meaningful content and lessons, student collaboration, and 

community building. The students are often given the opportunity to explore new ideas and 

concepts using a hands-on learning approach.  

 

Parent volunteers are often present at Saint Matthew Catholic School in order to assist 

with small group work, as well as individual student needs.  Many parents volunteer in the 

building on a regular basis, and offer assistance in additional areas such as the computer lab or 

library.  Instructional assistants, as well as resource staff, offer added guidance to the students 

when needed.  

 

MegaSkills (life virtues) are incorporated into the curriculum, and are posted throughout 

the building. Perseverance, common sense, initiative, caring, and teamwork are used by the 

students on a daily basis.  Bible readings each morning often reflect the MegaSkill for the week.  

In addition, Saint Matthew Catholic School helps its students build community by offering 

opportunities for the students to work and learn with other grade buddies. Kindergarten students 

are paired with an 8
th
 grade student and 1

st
 grade students are paired with 7

th
 grade students, etc.  

Together, the students work, learn, and develop a sense of community.  

 

A writing rubric is used across the grade levels to instill common goals in all writing 

areas.  Each student should be able to demonstrate and show their knowledge for each skill on the 

rubric before entering the next grade level.  The rubric is re-evaluated each nine week grading 
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period.  It is reviewed by the grade level teachers, as well as parents, in order to achieve this 

common goal.  

 

Differentiated instruction, 4Blocks, Building Blocks, DIBELS, 6+1 writing, and after 

school enrichment programs are utilized by our professionally-trained teaching staff to lead the 

students to a lifelong journey of success.  The teachers and staff attend many professional 

conferences and workshops throughout the school year.  In addition, study trips are taken to many 

locations such as the Ruth Lilly Health Center, Childrenôs Museum, Indianapolis Zoo, Junior 

Achievement, CYO Camp Tecumseh and the NASA Challenger Center. All study trips correlate 

to the area of study, and are directly interconnected to the specific Indiana Academic Standards.  

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT - Saint Matthew Catholic School is strong on professional 

improvement.  We have four main vehicles that are used for this continuous course.  Listed here 

are the methods used to keep staff growing and up to date: 

    

School-wide, the North Central Association on Accreditation and School Improvement 

(NCA) affects our entire staff, from our teachers to the office, kitchen, and janitorial staff 

members.  A main focus of NCA is goal setting for student achievement.  Saint Matthew Catholic 

School has chosen three goals to pursue throughout our k-8 grades: reading, writing and Catholic 

identity.  Through these goals, we are aiming at a smooth, continuous flow of academics and 

growth from one grade to the next.  

    

Secondly, Saint Matthew Catholic School is a C.L.A.S.S. school.  We believe that 

Connecting Learning Assures Successful Students.  Throughout the year, our teachers and 

principal attend workshops that deal with the climate, community and curriculum of our school.  

Through its character and community building, plus the plethora of new ideas for drawing 

students into the curriculum, our school has challenging studies as well as a friendly and 

comforting atmosphere. 

    

Professional development funds are available to our staff to attend workshops in many 

areas in the public district of Metropolitan School District of Washington Township, Indianapolis, 

as well.  Many of our goals are addressed through the workshops and staff members are 

encouraged to take advantage of them. 

    

Finally, the Archdiocese of Indianapolis offers annual Catholic educator courses on 

different aspects of the Catholic faith.  Courses that staff attend include ñHistory and Mission of 

the Catholic Church,ò ñPrayer and Praying with Children,ò ñCatholic Liturgy,ò and other all of 

which deepen staffôs knowledge base and commitment to Saint Matthew Catholic School. 
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PART VI - PRIVATE SCHOOL ADDENDUM  
 
 
The purpose of this addendum is to obtain additional information from private schools as noted below.  

Attach the completed addendum to the end of the application, before the assessment data tables.  Delete if 

not used. 
 

 

1. Private school association(s): Indian Non-Public Education Association (INPEA), National Catholic 

Education Association (NCEA), and National Association of Boards, Commissions, and Councils of 
Catholic Education (NABCCCE) 

 

2. Does the school have nonprofit, tax exempt (501(c)(3)) status? Yes  __X___   No ______ 
 

3. What are the 2007-2008 tuition rates, by grade? (Do not include room, board, or fees.) 

 
$3800 $3800 $3800 $3800        $3800 $3800 

    K              1
st
                2

nd  
            3

rd
  4

th
                    5

th
               

 
$3800 $3800    $3800  
6

th
               7

th
           8

th
                 

 

4. What is the educational cost per student?           $4588 
 (School budget divided by enrollment) 

 

5. What is the average financial aid per student? $  770 

 
6. What percentage of the annual budget is devoted to    30% 

 scholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction? 

 
7. What percentage of the student body receives  

 scholarship assistance, including tuition reduction?    90% 
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS  

 

Public Schools  
 

Each nominated school must show comparable state test results in reading (language arts or English) and 

mathematics for all grades for five years or as many years of data as are available.  The school must show 

results beyond the first grade in the school.  For example, ninth grade test results are not sufficient for 
grades 9-12 high schools.   

 

If the state allows the use of the PSAT, PLAN, SAT, or ACT as part of its accountability system and at 
least 90 percent of the students in the appropriate classes must take the tests, schools must report the 

results.  For these tests, schools must use national norms.  The national school norms for the 90th and 60th 

percentiles can be found on the Departmentôs Web site.  If fewer than 90 percent of the students take a 
combination of the tests, that is, the ACT and the SAT or the PLAN and the PSAT, do not report these 

data.   

 

The school must disaggregate all data for socioeconomic and ethnic/racial groups that are of sufficient 
numbers to be a part of the stateôs assessment reports and the numbers of students are 10 or more.  Show 

how all subgroups of students achieved at high levels or improved dramatically in achievement for at least 

three years.  Explain any disparity among subgroups.  The school must specify the number and percentage 
of students assessed by alternative methods.  Do not disaggregate for groups that constitute the majority of 

students in the school or by gender.   

 
All test data tables should be attached to the end of the application, with all pages numbered consecutively. 

 

Private Schools 
   
Report the schoolôs assessment results in reading (language arts or English) and mathematics for the last 

five years for all grades tested on state tests or assessments referenced against national norms.  Present data 

for all grades tested for all standardized state assessments and for assessments referenced against national 
norms administered by the school. 

 

If at least 90 percent of the students take the PSAT, PLAN, SAT, or ACT, high schools should report the 

data.  ACT and PLAN results may be reported using one decimal point. 
 

The school must disaggregate the data for students eligible for free or reduced-priced meals and for 

ethnic/racial groups if a specific group is 10 percent or more of the student body of the school.  The school 
must disaggregate the data whether or not the school actually offers the federal school lunch program.  

Show how all subgroups of students achieved at high levels or improved dramatically in achievement for 

at least three years.  Explain any disparity among subgroups. 
 

The school must specify the number and percentage of students assessed by alternative methods.  Attach 

all tables that show test data to the end of this application.  Continue to number the pages consecutively. 
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

 
STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 
 

Subject:  Language Arts   Grade:  3 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  

 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 29 15 22 20 19 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 90 87 96 100 98 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 10 13 4 0 2 

     Number of students tested 31 46 49 41 43 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  74 76 76 75 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  26 24 24 25 

 

 

 
 

STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 
 

Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  3 

 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  

 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 19 15 22 15 31 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 87 85 92 91 88 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 13 15 8 9 12 

     Number of students tested 31 46 49 41 43 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  72 74 74 72 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  28 26 26 28 
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STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 

 

Subject:  Language Arts   Grade:  4 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  

 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 13 10 18 20 23 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 93 100 95 92 96 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 7 0 5 8 4 

     Number of students tested 46 52 44 46 52 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  75 75 74 73 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  25 25 26 27 

 
 

 

STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 

 

Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  4 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  

 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 22 19 16 20 31 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 89 98 86 92 88 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 11 2 14 8 12 

     Number of students tested 46 52 44 46 52 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  75 76 74 72 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  25 24 26 28 
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STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 

 

Subject:  Language Arts   Grade:  5 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  
 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 15 31 21 22 21 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 96 100 98 96 93 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 4 0 2 4 7 

     Number of students tested 52 45 47 50 42 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  75 75 73 71 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  25 25 27 29 

 

 
 

 

STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 

 

Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  5 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  

 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 21 22 36 26 31 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 90 98 94 98 93 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 10 2 6 2 7 

     Number of students tested 52 45 47 50 42 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  76 77 73 72 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  24 23 27 28 
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STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 

 

Subject:  Language Arts   Grade:  6 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  
 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 13 21 12 15 26 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 94 100 98 91 91 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 6 0 2 9 9 

     Number of students tested 48 48 50 46 47 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  71 72 71 71 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  29 28 29 29 

 

 
 

 

STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 

 

Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  6 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  

 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 21 46 28 31 43 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 98 100 96 98 100 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 2 0 4 2 0 

     Number of students tested 48 48 50 46 47 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  80 79 75 73 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  20 21 25 27 
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STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 

 

Subject:  Language Arts   Grade:  7 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  
 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 25 12 9 29 13 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 100 90 95 96 96 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 0 10 5 4 4 

     Number of students tested 52 51 43 49 52 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  68 70 70 67 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  32 30 30 33 

 

 
 

 

STATE CRITERION -REFERENCED TESTS 

 

Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 

 

Subject:  Mathematics   Grade:  7 

Edition/Publication Year:   2004  Publisher:  CTB McGraw-Hill  

 

School Year 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 

Testing month September September September September September 

Saint Matthew Parish School Scores      

     % Students Exceeding State Standards (Pass+) 42 41 37 37 38 

     % Students At/Above State Standards (Pass) 100 100 98 98 94 

     % Students Below Standards (Did Not Pass) 0 0 2 2 6 

     Number of students tested 52 51 43 49 52 

     Percent of total students tested 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

     Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0 

     Percent of students alternatively assessed 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

      

State Scores (Average)      

     % Students At/Above State Standard (Pass)  77 77 74 72 

     % Students Below Standard (Did Not Pass)  23 23 26 28 

 

 

 

 




